Employment Cost Index

Technical Note

The Employment Cost Index (ECI) is a quarterly index
that measures the change in the cost of labor, free from the
influence of employment shifts among occupations and in-
dustries. It measures that change for total compensation
(wages, salaries, and employer costs for employee benefits),
for wages and salaries only, and for benefit costs only.

Wages and salaries are defined as the hourly straight-
time wage rate, or straight-time earnings divided by the
cerresponding hours. Straight-time wage and salary rates
are total earnings before payroll deductions, excluding pre-
mium pay for overtime and for work on weekends and holi-
days, shift differentials, and nonproduction bonuses such
as lump-sum payments.

Benefits covered by the ECI are: Paid leave, supplemen-
tal pay, insurance benefits, retirement and savings benefits,
legally required benefits, and other benefits.

The ECI provides data for the civilian economy, which
includes the private economy and the public sector—ex-
cluding farms, private households, the self-employed and
the Federal Government. Data are provided separately for
the public and private sectors.

Each quarter, straight-time average hourly wage and
salary rates and benefit cost data are collected from a prob-
ability sample. Data are collected for the pay period in-
cluding the 12th day of the survey months of March, June,
September, and December. The sample establishments are
classified by industry based on the 1987 Standard Indus-
trial Classification Manual (SIC), as defined by the U.S.
Office of Management and Budget. Within an establish-
ment, specific job categories are selected to represent broad
occupational definitions.

Fixed employment weights are used each quarter to cal-
culate the most aggregate indexes—civilian, private, and
State and local governments. These fixed weights are also
used to derive all of the industry and occupation series in-
dexes. Since March 1995, the 1990 employment counts,
primarily from the Bureau’s Occupational Employment Sur-

vey, were used. From June 1986 to December 1994, em-
ployment counts from the 1980 Census were used as weights.
Prior to June 1986, employment counts from the 1970 Cen-
sus were used.

For the series based on bargaining status, region, and
area size, employment data are not available from the Cen-
sus, The employment weights are reallocated within these
series each quarter based on the current ECI sample. The
indexes for these series, consequently, are not strictly compa-
rable to those for the aggregate, industry, and occupation se-
ries. A fuller explanation of the calculation of index numbers
appears in the article “Estimation Procedures for the Employ-
ment Cost Index,” Monthly Labor Review, May 1982.

Beginning with the release of ECI data for March 1990,
indexes were rebased to June 1989=100. Beginning with the
release of ECI data for December 1990, seasonally adjusted
data are available for selected ECI series. A description of
the rebasing is available in “Employment Cost Index Rebased
to June 1989, Monthly Labor Review, April 1990.

The costs per hour worked of compensation components,
based on March data from the ECI, are published in a sepa-
rate news release titled “Employer Costs for Employee Com-
pensation.” The cost levels, which are published annually in
mid-June, are calculated with current employment weights,
rather than the fixed 1990 weights.

More detailed information on the ECI is available in
several sources. These include an annual bulletin, the lat-
est of which is Employment Cost Indexes and Levels, 19735-
95, (Bulletin 2466); chapter 8 of the BLS Handbook of
Methods (Bulletin 2414), “The Employment Cost Index;”
and several articles published in the Monthly Labor Re-
view. The annual bulletin is available from the Bureau of
Labor Statistics, Publications Sales Center, P.O. Box 2145,
Chicago, lllinois 60690. Reprints of the articles plus other
descriptive pieces and a complete historical listing are avail-
able upon request. ECI historical data are also available on
data diskettes.
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Table A-1. Employment Cost Index for total compensation', wages and salaries, and benefit costs by

industry and occupational group, selected periods, 1995-97

(Seascnally adjusted data)

ndexes {(June

Percent changes for 3-months ended

1989=100)
Series
Dac. Mar. June Sep. Dec. Mar. June Sep. Dec. Mar.
1996 1997 1995 1985 1995 1996 1996 1996 1996 1997
Compensation
Civilian workers .................cocoevvveveeee. 131.0 131.8 0.7 0.6 0.6 0.6 0.9 0.6 0.8 0.6
State and local govemment .............. 132.5 | 1332 B B 7 6 6 6 8 5
Private industry workers .................. 1314 K] 6 7 6 9 7 7 6
White-coliar occupations ... 133.0 3 B 3 9 8 8 7 8
Blue-coilar occupations 129.6 .6 6 8 B 7 4 9 3
Service occupations ..., 129.5 6 5 3 5 7 6 9 8
Goods-producing industries 2 ......... 1311 [ 131.4 B 6 | A K 7 8 2
Construction ....c.......ccomveeevivennnnns 126.7 127.4 B 7 7 B .5 A 9 .6
Manufacturing .........ccccvvennnnnnnn 132.2 | 1324 6 6 B 5 9 ] 7 2
DUrables .........ccovevvvvivemreviesnnnens 132.8 132.9 B .5 8 3 1.2 8 7 A
Nondurables ............cooeeeniennnns 1311 1315 6 6 1.0 J 5 1.2 7 3
Servica-producing industries 3 ....... 1304 [ 1315 7 6 6 8 8 7 8 .8
Transportation and public

utilities 130.6 131.0 .8 1.0 7 B g ] 1.0 3
Wholesale trade ....c.cevcinenvnnenn | 131.0 133.2 8 1.3 8 8 9 N 8 1.7
Retail trade ........ovvvveevreviiinee. 127.6 128.7 4 7 4 1.5 -1 1.1 1.3 9

Finance, insurance, and real
astate 4 ... 128.6 1.3 T 3 1.1 1.4 3 -6 24
SOIVICOS ...cvcverrrereerecem e 134.5 .6 5 5 B .B 7 .8 7
Nonmanufacturing industries ......... 130.1 131.0 7 .7 6 ¥ 8 7 9 7

Wages and salaries
Civilian Workers .......c...oecccemrerririrans 128.0 | 129.1 7 7 6 1.0 8 7 .8 9
State and local government .............. 1306 | 1314 .B 6 8 6 8 6 R: | 6
Private industry workers ............,...... 127.4 | 1285 7 g 7 1.0 .9 7 .8 k]
White-collar occupations ... 128.9 130.2 7 7 7 1.1 9 8 B 1.0
Blue-collar occupations 4 ... 1251 | 126.0 9 6 5 9 1.0 5 6 7
Service occcupations ..., 125.5 126.6 6 g 4 7 7 9 1.0 9
Goods-producing industries 24 ..., 1268 | 1275 8 B8 7 8 1.0 8 8 6
Construction ..........cccevvvvvieneenns 120.9 122.3 4 .8 9 9 B8 5 T 1.2
Manufacturing 4 ............ccceevvenne. 1284 | 1294 8 5 6 9 .9 .8 5 5
Durables 4 1284 129.0 .8 8 B 8 11 9 5 5
Nendurables ... 128.7 | 129.2 7 R:] 1.0 9 5 1.1 8 4
Service-producing industries 3 ... 127.7 | 129.0 7 8 i 11 .8 7 9 1.0
Transportation and public

utilities 127.0 1281 7 8 6 K .5 N 8 8
Wholesale trade ...... 129.5 131.8 g 1.4 1.1 9 9 7 7 1.8
Retail trade ...........coooevcovieneeenn | 125.8 127.4 4 7 .2 2.1 -1 1.0 1.3 1.3

Finance, insurance, and real
astate 4 e 1222 1245 17 8 3 1.2 1.8 2 0 19
SBIVICES ..., | 13008 1316 K-} 8 3] 1.0 1.1 i 7 .8




Table A-1. Employment Cost Index for total compensation', wages and salaries, and benefit costs by
industry and occupational group, selected periods, 1995-97 — Continued

(Seasonally adjusted data)

Indexes (June i
1989=100) Percant changes for 3-months ended
Series
Dec. Mar. June Sep. Dac. Mar. June Sep. Dec. Mar.
1996 1997 1995 1995 1995 1896 1996 1996 1996 1997
Benefit costs

Civilian WOrKers ........covveeeseanccnsninnns 138.3 138.5 0.6 0.5 0.5 01 0.6 0.6 0.7 0.1
State and local government ............ 136.8 1375 1.0 5 5 7 4 4 7 5
Private industry workers ..............| 138.7 138.7 5 5 5 .0 7 5 7 0
While-collar occupations . 140.1 140.5 7 4 5 A J B 5 3
Blue-collar occupations 137.2 137.0 3 5 .6 .0 7 2 .7 -1
Service occupations ... 137.2 138.4 4 .2 A -1 3 1 .6 )
Goods-producing industries 2 ......... 140.2 | 1394 2 4 1.0 -2 8 4 9 -8
Manufacturing .....couesrmme, 140.2 | 1394 1 5 1.1 -1 9 6 8 -6
Service-producing industries 3 ....... 137.8 | 138.3 B 4 4 A ] 7 6 4
Nonmanufacturing industries .......... 1383 | 138.8 7 5 3 A 5 5 7 4
1 Includes wages, salaries, and employer costs for employse benefits. and retail trade; finance, insurance, and real estate; and service industries.

2 Includes mining, construction, and manufacturing, 4 No identifiable seasonality was found for this saries.

Includes transportation, communication, and public utilities;, wholesale
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Table A-2. Employment Cost Index for total compensation’ for civilian and State and local
government workers by industry, selected periods, 1996-97

(Not seasonally adjusted data)

Indexes (June 1989=100) Psrcent changes for
. 3 months ended 12 months ended
Series Mar. Dec. Mar,
1996 1996 1997 Mar. Dec. Mar. Mar. Dec. Mar.
1996 1996 1997 1996 1996 1997
Civilian workers ........ovvveeceeecesne v, 128.3 1309 132.0 0.9 0.5 08 2.8 2.9 2.9
Excluding sales ......., 128.6 131.2 132.1 8 5 7 2.7 29 27
Workers, by occupational group
White-collar occupations .................... 129.1 131.9 1331 9 5 9 29 3.0 3.1
Excluding sales .......cc..occveveeernnnen 129.7 | 1324 | 1335 9 A4 8 2.7 3.0 29
Professional specialty and technical ...| 130.6 1331 133.7 9 4 5 2.8 289 24
Executive, administrative, and
managerial .............cccccceviirveeeenenns 128.5 1315 133.2 9 3 1.3 2.6 3.2 3.7
Administrative support, including
clerical ................ 130.1 132.6 133.6 8 5 8 28 2.8 2.7
Blue-collar cccupations 126.7 129.1 129.8 7 .6 5 25 2.6 24
Service occupations ................c.......... 128.0 131.0 132.0 5 1.0 B 24 2.8 341
Workers, by industry division
Goods-producing 2 .............ccoveeeien. 128.3 | 1309 | 1315 7 6 5 2.4 2.7 25
Manufacturing ............oceeeeeeeeeecenneenn, 129.3 132.1 132.6 8 6 4 25 3.0 2.6
Service-producing 3 ..., 128.2 | 1309 | 1321 e 5 9 29 3.0 3.0
ServiCes .o 130.4 133.2 1341 B 5 7 25 29 2.8
Health services ..., 132.5 134.4 135.2 4 .2 6 24 1.8 20
Hospitals .................... | 132.3 133.8 134.2 7 N 3 2.7 1.8 1.4
Educational services .... | 1305 133.9 134.0 2 5 | 28 2.8 27
Public administration ...................... 129.2 1318 133.0 7 8 9 3.0 2.7 29
Nenmanufacturing .......ccvveeeeeeeeeeenno. 127.9 1305 131.7 9 5 9 2.8 29 3.0
State and local government workers ........ 129.9 132.7 133.2 .5 .6 4 2.8 2.6 25
Workers, by occupational group
White-collar occupations ... 129.6 | 1325 132.9 4 5 3 2.7 2.6 25
Professional specialty and technica! ...| 129.1 132.3 132.5 2 5 2 25 2.7 26
Executive, administrative, and
managerial ............cceeeiiivvenenenn. | 130.7 132.9 134.1 8 7 9 3.0 2.3 2.6
Administrative support, including
clerical ... 130.0 133.0 133.3 7 R 2 2.8 3.0 25
Blue-collar occupations ..., w1290 131.2 | 1324 8 7 7 2.9 2.5 2.4
Service occupations ............c.......o........ 131.9 134.5 135.6 7 7 8 34 2.7 28
Workers, by industry division
SBIVICHS .o 130.0 1331 133.2 3 5 n| 26 2.7 2.5
Excluding schools 4 .| 130.3 132.0 132.5 7 A 4 31 2.0 1.7
Health services ........... .| 1325 134.1 134.5 7 A A 3.2 1.9 15
Hospitals ................... .. 1328 134.3 1348 7 A1 4 33 2.0 1.7
Educational services 129.7 133.0 133.1 2 .5 A 2.5 2.8 2.6
SchOolS ..o, 130.0 1334 133.4 2 6 0 25 2.8 26
Elementary and secondary ... 130.2 133.1 1331 A 4 .0 24 23 22
Colleges and universities ...... .| 129.4 134.0 134.3 5 1.1 2 27 4.1 38
Public administration ..............ccce........ 129.2 131.8 133.0 7 8 9 3.0 2.7 29
1 Includes wages, salaries, and employer costs for employee banafits. wholesale and retail trads; flnance, insurance, and real estate; service
Includes mining, construction, and manufacturing. industries; and public adminlstration.
3 Includes transportation, communication, and public  utilities; 4 Formerly called hospitals and other services.
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Table A-3. Employment Cost Index for total compensation® for private industry workers by industry
and occupational group, selected periods, 1996-97

(Not seasonally adjusted data}

Indexes (June 1989=100) Percent changses for
; 3 months ended 12 months ended
Serles Mar. Dec. Mar.

1996 1996 1997 Mar, Dec. Mar. Mar. Dec. Mar.
1996 1996 1997 1996 1996 1997
Private industry workers .| 127.9 130.6 1317 0.9 0.6 0.8 27 KN | 3.0
Excluding sales .........cccoeeeeeeeereccrennens 128.3 130.8 1319 8 5 ] 2.6 2.9 28
White-coilar occupations ..........eeeieeienees 129.0 131.7 133.1 1.1 5 i1 3.0 3.2 3.2
Exciuding sales ........ccucveineecrnniveeinnenns 129.9 132.5 133.7 1.0 4 9 29 3.0 29
Profassional specialty and technicat ....... 131.6 133.7 134.6 1.3 3 7 31 2.9 2.3

Executive, administrative, and
MANAGOIIAL ....cceenrererreenrerccveererararreens 128.0 { 1313 | 133.0 9 3 1.3 25 35 39
SAlBS .. s 124.8 1281 130.1 1.3 1.1 1.6 38 4.0 4.2

Administrative support, including
clerical ........cceceeviirnci e 130.1 132.5 133.7 8 4 8 2.8 2.7 28
Blue-coilar cccupations .....c..ooeeeeeeeiineens 126.6 129.0 129.6 .8 7 5 2.5 2.7 24
Precision production, craft, and repair ....| 126.5 129.1 129.6 6 7 4 25 27 2.5
Machine operators, assemblers,

and INSpectors ..., 1271 1295 130.0 7 6 4 23 26 23
Transportation and material moving ....... 123.9 | 125.2 126.1 7 2 7 1.7 1.8 i8

Handlers, aquipment cleaners,
helpers, and laborers ...........ccceeennn.. 128.5 131.3 1328 1.3 1.0 1.1 3.5 3.5 3.3
Service 0CCUPAtIONS .........vvvvvverreresressarens 125.8 128.9 129.8 5 1.2 7 19 3.0 3.2

Production and nonsupervisory
OCCUPALIONS 2 . ....ecotcrrees st sereeneae 127.5 130.0 131.1 1.0 6 8 27 2.9 2.8
Goods-producing industries 2 ..................... 128.2 130.9 1314 7 6 4 23 28 25
Excluding sales occupations ..... 128.0 | 1305 | 1311 .8 5 5 25 2.8 24
White-collar occupations ......... 130.0 132.9 133.5 .8 5 5 22 3.0 27
Excluding sales ............... - 1284 | 13241 132.6 9 5 4 2.5 3.0 25
Bluga-collar occupations ........ccceeviiienees 127.4 129.6 130.2 5 5 5 24 2.6 24
Construction ..........cccovvceivncnnicnnnenniie s 1243 | 1264 | 127.2 7 4 6 26 2.4 23
Manufacturing .......cccecvevvnnnecnnninris e 129.3 1321 132.6 8 6 4 25 3.0 2.6
White-collar occupations . 130.5 1336 133.9 R:| .6 2 24 3.2 2.6
Excluding sales ................. 1285 1325 1328 98 5 .2 2.7 3.3 25
Blue-collar occupations ..o, 128.4 131.4 131.7 7 J 5 25 2.8 2.6
Durables ...........cccoiniiecree e 129.7 132.6 133.0 5 .5 3 2.1 2.8 2.5
Aircraft manufacturing (SIC 3721) ........ 1386.9 137.4 137.3 2.3 -6 -1 4.8 2.7 .3
White-collar occupations ............... 132.4 133.7 133.5 2.6 -1 -1 4.5 36 8
Blue-collar occupations ... | 1433 142.3 142.3 2.0 -1.5 .0 5.6 1.3 -7
Nondurabies ..........cccoceeeeariiiiieceenen. 128.3 131.0 131.7 1.0 .B 5 29 3.1 2.7
Service-producing industries 4 ................... 127.6 130.2 1316 1.1 5 1.1 3.0 3.2 3.1
Excluding sales occupations .. 128.4 1309 132.2 .9 .5 1.0 2.7 2.9 3.0
White-collar occupations .......... 128.5 1311 132.7 1.1 4 1.2 3.1 31 33
Excluding sales ................ 130.0 1326 134.0 1.0 3 1.1 28 3.0 31
Blue-collar occupations . .| 1252 127.3 128.2 1.0 7 g 25 2.7 24
Service occupations .........cccoeeecevecveneans 125.3 | 128.6 129.5 4 1.2 7 1.9 3.0 34

See footnotes at end of table.

Compensation and Working Conditions Summer 1997 76




Table A-3. Employment Cost Index for total compensation' for private industry workers by industry
and occupational group, selected periods, 1996-97 — Continued

(Not seasonally adjusted data)

Indexes (June 1989=100}) Percent changes for
: 3 months endad 12 months ended
Series Mar. Dec. Mar.
1996 1996 1997 Mar. Dec. Mar. Mar. Dec. Mar.
1996 1986 1997 1996 1996 1997
Transportation and public utilities .., .| 127.8 130.4 131.3 1.0 0.9 0.7 3.1 3.0 2.7
Transportation ......ccccovvenrcneennnn. .| 126.9 129.2 130.6 1.4 8 1.1 3.8 33 29
Public utilities .......... .. 128.9 131.7 132.0 3 1.0 2.2 25 2.4
Communications ...........coceeeeevreeneenne, 128.0 1311 130.2 -2 1.5 -7 1.3 2.2 1.7
Electric, gas, and sanita
SOIVICBS .rvvrvivee i, | 13001 1324 134.2 14 3 1.4 3.3 2.9 3.2
Wholesale and retail trade ........................ 1255 128.6 1301 1.0 9 1.2 3.1 3.5 3.7
Excluding sales ogcupations .. 125.9 128.0 130.4 7 B 1.1 29 3.2 36
Wholesale trade ............cc............ 1275 130.9 1329 .4 8 1.5 35 31 4.2
Excluding sales occupations .. 127.4 | 130.9 1326 2 7 1.3 2.4 3.0 4.1
Retail trade .........cevvcmvenciinnnne 1245 127.4 128.5 1.5 1.0 9 3.0 38 3.2
General merchandise stores ... e | 1224 126.3 126.4 B 14 A 1.9 38 33
FOOd SIOIES ....coooeeeeeemeeev e 123.6 128.4 128.2 1.0 1.1 -2 2.3 49 3.7
Finance, insurance, and real estate ........| 124.5 126.0 128.6 1.1 -6 241 3.6 24 3.3
Excluding sales occupations ................ 127.5 129.2 131.5 1.4 -4 1.8 31 2.8 31
Banking, savings and loan, ang other
credit agencies 126.9 128.0 130.6 2.0 -1.8 2.0 2.8 2.9 2.9
INSUrANCE ......cococveririrreircreens .1 1278 129.6 131.9 14 2 18 3.3 29 3.4
Excluding sales occupations 1321 1335 136.0 1.5 A 19 35 25 3.0
SBIVICES .ot e 130.7 133.4 134.6 1.0 5 9 25 3.1 3.0
Business services .. 128.9 131.8 133.3 21 1.2 1.1 35 4.4 34
Health services ...... 132.6 134.5 135.5 .3 2 7 2.2 1.7 22
Hospitals ........... 132.2 133.7 134.0 7 .2 .2 26 1.8 1.4
Nursing homes ..........cceeveenees, - - - 5 g 7 27 2.6 28
Educational services ...................... | 1344 138.0 1385 .5 4 4 4.3 3.2 3.1
Colleges and universities ......................| 1359 138.1 139.5 5 4 3 5.1 29 2.6
Nenmanufacturing industries ......................| 127.2 129.8 1314 1.0 .5 1.0 2.8 3.1 3.1
White-collar occupations .......cc.cccueeeee.. 128.5 1311 132.7 1.2 .5 1.2 3.0 3.2 3.3
Excluding SaI8s ......ccccvvvveeeeeereiecivnnns 130.0 1325 134.0 1.1 3 1.1 2.8 3.0 3.1
Blue-collar occupations .. .| 124.6 126.7 | 1275 7 .6 6 26 2.4 23
Service ocCUpations .....coevvveeeeieeeereeennn. 125.3 128.6 129.4 5 1.3 6 1.9 31 3.3
1 Includes wages, salaries, and employer costs for employes benefits. 4 Includes transportation, communication, and public wtilities;
This series has the same industry and occupational coverage as the wholesale and retail trade; finance, insurance, and real estate; and service
Heudy Earnings Index, which was discontinued in January 19889, industries.
Includes mining, construction, and manufacturing. ~ Data not available.
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Table A-4. Employment Cost Index for total compensation’ for private industry workers, by
bargaining status, region, and area size, selected periods, 1996-97

(Not seasonally adjusted data)

Indexes (June 1989=100) Percent changes for
. 3 months ended 12 months ended
Series Mar. Deac. Mar.
1996 1996 1997 Mar. Dec. Mar, Mar. Dec. Mar.
1996 1996 1997 1996 1996 1997
Workers, by bargaining status:
UNION Lo 128.5 130.8 131.0 0.6 0.5 0.2 2.7 2.4 1.9
Blue-collar cccupations ......ccecevninne 126.8 128.9 128.9 4 5 .0 2.3 2.1 17
Goods-producing industries 2 ................. 127.¢ 129.8 130.0 3 5 2 2.2 1.8 1.6
Service-producing industries < 129.0 131.7 131.9 9 B L2 34 3.0 2.2
Manufacturing «.....ccocceeerernecneree s 128.8 130.6 130.8 5 6 2 2.0 2.0 1.6
Blue-coliar occupations ... | 1283 130.1 130.5 4 .5 3 1.7 1.8 1.7
Nonmanufacturing ..o, 128.0 130.4 130.6 7 4 2 3.2 26 2.0
MNORNUNION .eeerecressnee s s 127.7 130.4 1318 ] 5 11 2.7 3.1 3.2
Blue-collar ogcupations ......c.ocecveeennn. 126.3 128.9 i29.9 1.0 9 R:] 2.7 3.0 29
Goods-producing industries 2 ... 128.3 131.3 132.0 ] 7 5 25 3.2 2.9
Service-producing industries 3 | 1273 129.9 1315 1.0 .5 1.2 28 3.4 33
Manufacturing ... 128.3 | 1325 133.1 8 B 5 25 3.3 2.9
Blue-collar occupations W 1281 131.4 132.2 9 R:] B 29 3.5 3.2
Nonmanufacturing .............ceonimniann. 127.0 129.6 131.1 1.0 5 1.2 2.8 3.1 a2
Workers, by region:4
Northaast ...........ccccevmiimnniiiens 128.9 1311 132.2 .9 4 N} 26 2.6 26
South .| 127.0 129.7 130.8 1.1 7 8 2.7 3.3 3.0
Midwest ... e | 12805 132.1 133.3 ] 6 9 29 3.0 29
WESE Lo rnrse e asens 125.9 128.9 130.3 g 5 11 2.7 aa 35
Workers, by area size:
Metropolitan areas ... .| 128.0 130.6 131.7 9 5 .8 2.8 3.0 29
Othar areas ... e 127.2 130.2 131.4 6 1.2 9 1.9 29 a3

1 Includes wages, salaries, and employer costs for employee bensfits.

Includes mining, construction, and manufacturing.

3 Includes transpontation, communication, and public  utilitles;
wholesale and retail trade; finance, insurance, and real estate; and service
industries.

The regional coverage is as follows: Northeast—Connacticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jarsey, New York, Pannsylvania,
Rhode Island, and Vemmont; South—Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware,
District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland,

Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennesses,
Toxas, Virginia, and West Virginia; Midwest—lllinols, Indiana, lowa,
Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Chio,
South Dakota, and Wisconsin; and West—Alaska, Arizona, California,
Colorado, Hawail, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oregon, Utah,
Washington, and Wyoming.

NOTE: The indexes for these saries are not strictly comparable to those
for the aggregate, occupation, and Industry seres.
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Table A-5. Employment Cost Index for wages and salaries only for civilian and State and local

government workers, by industry and occupationai group, seiected periods, 1996-97

{Not seasonally adjusted data)

Indexes (June 1989=100} Percent changes for
; 3 months ended 12 months ended
Series Mar. Dec. Mar.
1996 1996 1997 Mar. Dec. Mar. Mar. Dec. Mar.
1996 1996 1997 1996 1896 1997
Civilian workers .........cccoeevveinecrinnnnn | 125.1 128.0 i29.2 1.0 0.6 0.9 3.4 3.3 3.3
Excluding sales ... e 125.3 128.1 2 8 5 9 3.0 31 31
Workers, by occupational group
White-collar occupations ...................... 126.3 129.3 130.6 1.0 5 1.0 3.2 34 3.4
Excluding sales .. . 127.0 129.9 131.0 1.0 4 8 3.1 3.3 3.1
Professional specialty and technical ...j 128.0 130.7 i31.4 B 4 5 3.1 3.6 2.7
Exacutive, administrative, and
managerial .. ) 12822 1294 131.0 1.2 3 1.2 3.3 3.8 38
Administrative support |nc:lud|ng
clerical . veersnrnbeesenntenneneenes | 126.4 1291 130.4 1.0 5 1.0 29 3.1 3.2
Blue-collar occupauons 122.8 125.4 126.2 9 7 6 3.0 3.0 2.8
Service occupalions ..... 124.2 127.8 128.6 8 1.1 B8 25 3.4 3.5
Workers, by industry division
Goods-producing ¥ ......o.oeeeeeiireeieeen 123.9 126.8 127.6 8 B 6 28 3.2 3.0
Manufacturing .......ccocoocveevviveenee. | 1254 1284 1291 9 5 5 29 3.3 3.0
Service-producing 2 125.6 128.5 129.8 1.0 B 1.0 3.2 3.4 3.3
Services ..o 128.0 1314 132.0 9 ] 7 2.8 3.3 3.1
Health services ................ .| 1293 1314 132.4 7 5 8 25 23 24
Hospitals ........cccoeeveenen. ...| 128.6 130.5 131.0 K] 4 4 25 2.1 19
Educational services . .| 1288 132.3 132.5 2 .5 2 3.0 3.0 29
Public administration ..........cceeinnnes 124.9 127.7 128.9 6 9 9 25 29 3.2
Nonmanutacturing 125.0 i27.8 1254 1.1 8 1.0 3.2 3.3 33
State and local government workers ........ 127.8 130.9 131.4 4 B 4 2.8 28 2.8
Woarkers, by occupational group
White-collar occupations ... e 1278 1311 131.4 4 Ki ) 2 2.8 2.8 2.7
Professional specialty and techmcal .| 128.3 131.7 1319 2 5 2 28 29 28
Executive, administrative, and
managerial .. | 1277 130.2 131.3 6 7 8 2.9 2.6 2.8
Administrative support ancludmg
clerical . cierrerrsnsnenrereersnenrnne | 125.8 129.0 120.2 .6 1.0 2 27 KN 2.7
Blus-collar cccu'pat.o. .s ..l 1268 128.8 128.6 7 7 8 28 2.5 24
Service occupations .........cc.ceeeeeeevene. 128.1 131.0 1324 .6 .7 1.1 2.8 2.9 34
Workers, by industry division
Services ., 131.9 132.1 3 5 2 3.0 29 2.7
Excludmg schools 3 . 1305 [ 131.2 6 3 5 2.6 2.4 2.3
Health services ........... . 131.4 13241 5 .2 5 286 22 2.2
Hospitals .........ccc...... . 131.3 131.9 5 3 .5 26 23 2.2
Educational services 132.0 132.1 2 5 A 3.0 29 2.8
Schools .. . 132.2 132.2 2 .6 .0 3.0 3.0 27
Elementary and secondary 129.3 132.4 1324 .1 3 0 3.0 25 24
Colleges and universities .. 126.8 131.2 131.5 7 1.1 2 2.9 42 3.7
Public administralion .. 1240 127.7 128.2 8 2 .8 25 28 3.2
1 includes mining, construction, and manufacturing. indgsmes: and public administration.
Includes transportation, communication, and public utilities; Formerly called hospitals and other services.

wholesale and refail trade; finance, insurance, and real estate; service
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Table A-6. Employment Cost Index for wages and salaries only for private industry workers by

L __ &

o m N _____E_ i s

indusiry and occupationai group, seiected periods, 1956-57

(Not seasonally adjusted data)

Indexes (June 1989=100) Percent changes for
. ] 3 months ended 12 months ended
Series Mar. Dec. Mar.

1996 1996 1997 Mar, Dec. Mar, Mar. Dec. Mar.
1996 1996 1897 1996 1996 1897
Private INdustiy WorKerns ..., 124.4 i27.3 128.6 i 0.6 1.0 3.2 3.4 34
Excluding 88188 ........ccoorveceirr e 124.7 127.5 128.6 1.1 6 9 3.1 3.3 3.1
White-collar cccupations ...........ceveevniieens 125.8 128.7 130.2 1.2 5 1.2 3.4 35 3.5
Excluding Sales ..o 126.7 129.4 130.8 1.2 3 11 3.2 34 3.2
Professional specialty and technical ....... 127.8 129.9 131.0 1.3 8 33 3.0 25

Exscutive, administrative, and
13372 (g F=Ts 1= To - |, 1259 129.3 131.0 1.2 3 1.3 3.3 3.9 4.1
SalES ... 122.0 | 1259 1278 1.3 1.6 1.5 4.4 4.6 4.8

Administrative support, including
cleriCal ..., 126.5 | 129.2 130.6 1.0 5 1.3 2.9 31 3.2
Blua-collar 0ooupations ..vervveerecnnienriens 122.5 1251 126.0 8 & 7 29 3.0 29
Precision production, craft, and repair ... 122.4 125.1 125.8 .8 7 6 3.0 3.0 28
Machine operators, assemblers,

and inspectors ..., 123.4 126.4 127.2 8 B 6 3.2 3.4 341
Transportation and material moving ....... 120.0 1211 122.3 1.2 A 1.0 2.6 2.1 1.9

Handlers, equipment cleaners,
halpars, and laborars ..y 1242 1274 1284 1.3 1.0 1.0 34 3.7 34
Service occupations ..., 122.2 125.7 126.6 7 1.3 7 23 3.5 3.6

Production and nensupervisory
occupations 1 ..o 123.7 | 1265 127.7 1.1 7 9 3.2 33 3.2
Goods-producing industries 2 ................... 123.9 126.8 127.5 8 B 6 29 3.2 29
Exciuding sales occupations ................ 123.5 126.3 127.0 9 5 6 3.0 3.2 28
White-collar occupations .........ccceevvvenne 126.2 1291 130.0 7 4 7 286 3.0 3.0
Excluding sales ...........cccecveeeeeeieecrrens 125.3 128.1 128.8 9 3 6 29 341 29
Biue-collar occupations ..........cccoeeeeecenes 1224 125.3 126.0 8 .6 K] a0 32 2.9
ConStruction ... 1183 | 1208 122.0 R:] 3 1.0 3.0 29 3.1
Manufacturing ... 1254 | 1284 128.1 9 5 S5 2.9 3.3 3.0
White-collar occupations .. 1271 130.1 130.6 .B 4 A4 2.6 3.2 2.8
Excluding sales ............... 126.0 128.9 129.3 1.0 4 3 2.9 3.3 2.6
Blue-coliar cocunation, 1242 127.3 128.0 ] B B 3.2 3.4 341
Durables .... 125.3 128.4 129.0 6 5 5 26 3.3 3.1
Aircraft manufacturing (SIC 3721) . 129.0 | 1308 132.0 7 2 .8 26 2.2 23
White-coilar occupations 124.1 126.5 127.8 7 3 1.0 26 2.7 3.0
Blue-collar cccupations -| 1381 1374 137.7 7 A 4 26 15 12
Nondurabl@s ..........cccceeeeeeiecrecveeerveeeens 1256.8 1285 129.3 1.1 7 6 3.2 3.3 2.8
Service-producing industrias 3 ................... 124.7 127.5 129.0 1.2 K] 1.2 3.3 3.5 34
Excluding sales occupations .. 125.6 128.3 129.7 1.1 5 1.1 34 3.3 a3
White-collar occupations .......... 125.6 128.5 130.1 13 5 1.2 3.5 3.6 3.6
Excluding sales ................ .| 127.2 128.9 1315 13 3 1.2 3.2 3.4 34
Blue-collar occupations .......ceeerneanns 122.7 124.8 126.0 1.1 8 1.0 2.9 28 27
Service occupations ... | 122.0 1256 1265 6 1.3 7 2.3 35 3.7

See footnotes at end of table.
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Table A-6. Employment Cost Index for wages and salaries only for private industry workers by
industry and occupational group, selected periods, 1996-97 — Continued

(Not seasonally adjusted data)}

Indexes (June 1989=100) Percent changas for
. 3 months ended 12 months ended
Series Mar. Dec. Mar.
1996 1996 1897 Mar. Dec. Mar. Mar. Dec. Mar.
1996 1996 1997 1996 1596 1997
Transportation and public utilities .............| 124.6 127.0 128.2 0.7 09 0.8 2.8 2.7 2.9
Transportation ..............cee... | 1229 124.7 126.5 1.1 7 1.4 33 25 2.9
Public utilifies ..o 126.5 129.8 130.1 . 1.1 2 2.1 2.9 28
Communications ...........ccccoeeveverenn, 126.1 130.3 129.8 -1 1.6 -4 1.4 a.z 29
Electric, gas, and sanitary
SEIVICES ..o, | 127.0 129.0 130.4 9 4 1.1 29 2.5 27
Wholesale and retail trade ........................ 123.9 127.0 1285 1.3 1.0 1.2 3.8 3.8 3.7
Excluding sales occupations .. 124.4 127.7 129.3 1.0 R 1.3 3.5 3.7 3.9
Wholesale trade ...........cccc.cococoeervrirnnnn, 126.1 129.6 131.4 5 9 14 4.3 3.3 4.2
Excluding sales occupations ............... 126.3 129.8 131.8 5 7 15 34 3.3 44
Retail trade ...........cocccvvienn.e. - 1228 1258 127.1 1.8 11 1.0 3.5 43 35
General merchandise stores .| 121.0 124.7 125.0 7 1.7 2 26 3.8 3.3
Food S1Or8s ........cccvvmeereresceineene 120.5 1247 | 1248 1.2 1.3 Jd 2.3 4.7 36
Finance, insurance, and real estate ......... 1198.8 122.2 1245 1.2 4} 1.9 4.2 3.2 3.2
Excluding sales occupations ................| 123.4 125.3 127.2 1.7 -6 1.5 3.4 33 3.1
Banking, savings and loan, and other
credit agencies . 1227 123.8 125.9 2.2 2.4 1.7 29 3.1 2.6
INSUFANES ...coveecee e .| 123.6 | 126.0 127.9 1.1 5 1.5 3.2 3.1 3.5
Excluding sales occupations 128.0 | 1297 | 1316 1.3 3 1.5 3.4 27 2.8
SBIVICHS oo s st 1276 | 1305 131.8 1.3 6 1.0 3.0 3.6 33
Business services ................ .1 1269 130.1 131.4 2.1 1.2 1.0 3.9 4.7 35
Health services ... 129.3 1314 132.5 7 5 B 25 2.3 25
Hospitals .......... .| 1285 1303 | 1307 .6 5 3 25 2.0 1.7
NUrSINg hOMeS ...ccc.cvvveeec e - - - B 1.0 1.1 341 2.8 341
Educational services ..............c.cccecevvnvinne 130.1 1338 1345 .5 4 .5 3.6 3.4 34
Colleges and universities ...................... 130.6 1338 134.6 4 3 B 4.1 2.8 3.1
Nonmanufacturing industries ..................... 123.9 126.8 128.2 1.1 7 11 33 35 35
White-collar occupations .......c..cccovvvune, 125.4 128.3 129.9 1.3 5 1.2 3.6 3.8 38
Excluding salas ..o, 126.9 129.6 131.2 1.2 3 1.2 3.3 33 3.4
Blue-collar occupations ........ceeeeoo oo, 120.9 123.1 1241 9 B 8 29 28 26
Service occupations ... | 1220 1255 126.4 7 1.3 7 2.3 3.5 3.6
1 This series has the same indusiry and occupational coverage as the wholesals and retail trade; finance, insurance, and real estate; and service
Hourly Earnings Index, which was discontinued in January 1989. industrigs.
Includes mining, construction, and manufacturing. ~ Data not available.

Includes  fransponiation, communication, and public utilities;
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Table A-7. Employment Cost index for wages and salaries only for private industry workers by -
bargaining status, region, and area size, selected periods, 1996-97

(Not seasonally adjusted data)

Indexes (June 1989=100) Percant changes for
Series 3 months ended 12 months ended
Mar. Dec. Mar.
1996 1996 1997 Mar. Dac. Mar. Mar. Dec. Mar.
1996 1996 1997 1996 1996 1997
Workers, by bargaining status:
UINION e 122.8 1254 126.0 0.5 0.5 0.5 25 2.6 2.6
Biue-collar occupations 120.9 1234 123.6 5 5 2 23 2.6 2.2
Goods-producing industries 1 ................. 121.3 123.6 1241 6 3 4 24 2.5 23
Service-producing industries 2 ...............| 1248 | 1276 | 1282 5 .6 5 2.6 2.7 27
Manufacturing ........c.ooccoeeeieveeneecreeenas 122.8 125.2 1256 7 .6 3 26 2.6 22
Blue-collar occupations ... 122.4 125.0 1254 7 6 3 2.4 28 25
Nonmanufacturing 122.8 125.5 1261 4 5 5 25 26 27
NOMUNION .o 124.8 127.7 129.1 1.2 6 1.1 3.3 36 34
Blue-collar occupations .......ccccooeveveee. | 123.6 126.3 127.5 1.2 9 1.0 34 3.4 3.2
Goods-producing industries 1 ................| 124.9 128.0 128.9 9 S5 i 3.0 34 3.2
Service-producing industries 2 .............[ 1246 127.5 1291 1.3 7 1.3 3.4 37 3.6
Manufacturing ... | 12623 129.6 130.3 9 6 b 29 3.5 3.2
Blue-collar occupations 125.4 128.8 129.8 1.0 8 B 3.5 3.7 35
Nonmanufacturing .......... 124.2 127.0 128.5 1.3 7 1.2 3.5 3.6 35
Workers, by reglon:3
Northeast ..., 124.9 127.7 128.8 1.1 6 9 3.0 3.3 341
SOUth e | 1241 127.0 128.5 1.4 8 1.2 34 3.8 35
Midwest . .| 126.1 127.7 129.0 1.2 6 1.0 3.5 3.3 3.1
West e 123.3 126.5 127.7 5 6 9 2.8 3.1 3.6
Workers, by area size:
Maetropolitan areas ..........cccee v ccvnciiencnens 124.6 127.4 128.7 11 6 1.0 3.3 3.4 3.3
OthBr BIRES .....ocrevraenrersreraeseaereressrereereens 123.4 126.5 127.7 8 1.2 9 24 3.3 3.5

1 Includes mining, construction, and manufacturing.

Includes transportation, communication, and public utilities;
wholesale and retail trade; finance, insurance, and real estate; and service
industries.

The regional coverage is as follows: Northeast—Connecticut, Maine,
Massachuseits, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, and Vermont; South—Alabama, Arkansas, Delaware,
District of Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland,

Mississippi, MNorth Carglina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennesses,
Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia; Midwest—lllinois, Indiana, lowa,
Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio,
South Dakota, and Wisconsin; and West—Alaska, Arizona, California,
Coloradg, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New Mexico, Oragon, Utah,
Washington, and Wyoming,

NOTE: The indaxes for these series are not strictly comparable to those
for the aggregate, occupation, and industry series.
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Table A-8. Employment Cost Index for benefits only for civilian, State and local, and private industry
workers by industry and occupational group, selected periods, 1996-97

{Not seasonally adjusted data)

Indexes (June 1989=100) Percant changes for
; 3 months ended 12 months ended
Series Mar., Dec. Mar.

1996 1996 1937 Mar. Dec. Mar. Mar. Dec. Mar.
1996 1996 1997 1996 1996 1997
Civilian Workers .....c....ccocoeeveevevvvemseseineene. | 136.2 138.2 138.9 0.5 0.4 0.5 1.8 2.0 20
State and local government workers ......... 134.7 136.8 137.4 B 5 4 2.7 2.2 2.0
Private industry workers ..................ccoeen. 136.6 138.6 139.4 .5 4 R 1.6 2.0 2.0
White-collar occupations .......................... 137.7 139.7 140.8 7 1 8 1.8 2.2 2.3
Biue-collar occupations .... .| 1352 137.0 137.2 4 6 a 1.4 1.7 1.5
Service occupalions ..........eeeeveeen.e. 135.7 137.4 138.3 -2 9 7 .5 1.0 1.9
Goods-producing industries 1 ................... 137.7 139.7 139.9 4 6 1 1.3 1.8 1.6
Service-producing industries 2 ................ 135.5 1374 138.5 6 A 8 1.7 2.0 22
Manufacturing ...........covoveve s 137.5 139.8 139.9 .6 .7 A 1.6 23 1.7
Aircratt manufacturing (SIC 3721} ........ 154.2 151.6 148.6 5.5 -2.1 2.0 9.4 38 -3.6
White-collar occupations ....................| 152.0 150.8 146.8 6.7 -8 -27 8.5 59 -3.4
Blue-collar occupations | 156.7 152.2 150.9 3.9 -3.8 -9 10.7 9 3.7
Nonmanufacturing .........ccccevvveveceeeeveeens 136.0 137.9 138.9 5 3 7 1.6 1.9 21
Union Workers .........cccccovvveveessnessrcnnnas 138.1 140.7 140.2 B8 .6 -4 3.2 2.0 .8
Nonunion workers 135.8 137.8 138.9 5 3 8 1.2 2.0 23

1 Includes mining, construction, and manufacturing. industries.

Includes transportation, communication, and public utilities: NOTE: The indexes for these serigs ara not strictly comparabie to those

wholesale and retail trads; finance, insurance, and reai estats; and setvice for the aggregate, occupation, and industry series.
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Table A-9. Employment Cost Index seasonal factors, 1997

Series March June September Dacember
State and local government:
Wages and Salanes ... 99 966 99.475 100.353 100.217
Benefit COSS ... e 99.949 99.832 100.211 99.996
Private industry:
White-collar workers:
ComPansation ... oecnrrernr e 100.074 100.061 100.054 89.813
Wages and salaries ... " 59.991 100.076 100.056 99.874
Benefit COSIS ... e 100.186 100.077 100.081 99.682
Blua-collar workers:
Compensation 100.026 100.087 100.051 99.845
Benafit costs ... s . 100.147 100.100 99.930 99.843
Service workers:
Compansation ... —————— 100.010 59.948 99.929 100.125
Wages and salaries .. 100.035 59,896 99.948 100.127
Benefit COBtE ....cccivrineanmsnninnennn . 99.940 100.093 99.874 100.118
Goods-producing industries:
Compensation ... 100.112 100.050 99.958 99.887
Benafit COSS ... e e 100.323 100.143 99.878 99.675
Construction:
CompanSation ..o e sereerrree e ssbins e 99.870 100.124 100.217 99.790
Wages and salanes ... 99.774 100.082 100.243 99.906
Manufacturing:
Benefit COSIS ..oovvi e 100.381 100.110 99.813 98.716
Durable goods:
CompPensation .......cceeervrenresinvre e s 100.070 100.084 99.974 99.882
Nondurable goods:
Compeansation ... 100.130 100.139 98.843 99.897
Wages and salanies ..., 100.081 100.140 99.912 99.869
Service-producing industries:
Wages and salaries 100.026 100.054 100.078 99.834
Benefit COStS ..o s 100.131 100.058 100,127 99,697
Transportation and public utilities:
Compensation ... ———————— 100,229 99.940 100.010 99.827
Wages and salaries 100.117 99.935 99.953 100.000
Wholesale trade:
CompensSation .........ccoveenerrre 99.795 100.247 100.014 99.956
Wages and Salaries ..., 99.716 100.271 99.922 100.089
Retail trade:
CompanSation .......ccoccccniinreeranennee e 99.824 100.151 100.186 99.840
Wages and salanes ... 99.773 100.085 100.132 100.017
Services:
COMPBNSANON ..ovrvrierieeeeerer e ermrecr e srererreennns 100.078 99.994 100.042 99.883
Wages and salarnies ..., 100.122 99.939 100.011 99.924
Nonmanufacturing industries:
Compensation ... 100.047 100.056 100.113 99.784
Wages and salaries . 99.991 100.057 100.079 99.872
Benafit COSIS ... e 100.102 100.076 100.111 99.732
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